Sending Salaat and Salaam on the Messenger of
Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him)

All praises be to Allaah, Lord and Sustainer of the worlds, and may the peace
and blessings of Allaah be upon our Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon
him) and upon his family and companions.

Allaah Subhanahu-wa-Ta’alaa says:

Allah sends His Salat (Blessings, Mercy, etc.) on the Prophet (Muhammad £<
aluy 4de 4), and also His angels (ask Allah to bless and forgive him). O you who
believe! Send your Salat on (ask Allah to bless) him (Muhammad <4 4/ Lla
alwy), and (you should) greet (salute) him with the Islamic way of greeting (i.e.
AsSalamu “Alaikum).. Al-Ahzaab: 56

Sending Salaat and Salaam on the Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings
of Allaah be upon him) is enjoined on every Muslim. It may be obligatory as in
the "Prayer”, or a sunnah when beginning the supplication, beginning of a
Khutbah or when one hears the name of the Messenger of Allaah (peace and
blessings of Allaah be upon him).

It was narrated that Abu Hurayrah (may Allaah be pleased with him) said: The
Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “May
his nose be rubbed in the dust, a man in whose presence | am mentioned and
he does not send blessings upon me.” Narrated and classed as hasan by al-
Tirmidhi, 3545.

It was narrated from al-Husayn ibn ‘Ali ibn Abi Taalib (may Allaah be pleased
with them both) that the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him)
said: “The miser is the one in whose presence | am mentioned and he does not
send blessings upon me.” Narrated by al-Tirmidhi, 3546 who classed it as
hasan.

Sending Salaat and Salaam on the Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings
of Allaah be upon him) can also be done at any time without any particular
reason and is rewarded as the Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of
Allaah be upon him) said:

"Whoever sends Salaat on me once, Allaah sends Salaat on him ten times"
recorded by Imaam Muslim on the authority of Abu Hurayrah (may Allaah be
pleased with him).

In an-Nasaa'ee and ibn Hibbaan and others from ibn Mas'ud from the Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) that he said, "indeed Allaah has
Angels roaming the earth who convey to me the salaam of my nation."”

In the Sunan of Abu Daawood and other from the Prophet (SAW) that he said,
"do not take my grave as a place of festivity and invoke prayers upon me
wheresoever you may be for indeed they are conveyed to me."

There are times however, when sending Salaat and Salaam on the Messenger
of Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) is more recommended
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"frequent the salaah upon me on the day and night of Jumu“ah for indeed your
salaah is presented to me." They said, 'O Messenger of Allaah how can our
salaah be presented to you after you have passed away?' He replied, "indeed
Allaah has forbidden the earth from eating the flesh of the Prophets." Reported
by Abu Daawood and others from Aws bin Aws ath-Thaqgafee

The word "Durood” is Often used for sending the Salaat on the the Messenger
of Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him). This word however, is
not found in the text of Ahadeeth.

And most importantly, using the phrases not known and proven in the sunnah
is innovation and can be a shirk depending on the words being used. Therefore
it is necessary to know what is authentically reported in this regard and not
turn a good deed into something disapproved and may lead to sin.

A number of companions reported Ahadeeth concerning this matter, the most
authentic of which are mentioned below along with their source references:
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May Allaah Subhanahu-wa-Ta’alaa help and guide us to do all that He is
pleased with and his Peace and blessings be upon His last Prophet
Muhammad.
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